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With wee is 1s a very ſmall thing that 1 ſhould be indged 
of you, or of mays iudgement .: yea, I indee nor mene 
owne ſclſe. [Ya | 
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To the Printer. 


TRLEEP Hereas you requeſt mee to 
enlarge my ſelfe 'm ſome 
N paſſages of my former Ser- 
Wy 21095 touching Conſcience, 
againſt this new Impreſfi- 
53 91: 1 bane reſolued rather 
£0 adde two neW Sermons of the fame ſubicts, ' 
than to alter any thing inthe old, and this I 
hawucbeene led vnto vpon theſe reaſons. Firf?, ' 
becauſe 7 weuld baue you deale frmely with all 


men in the venting of Copies. Secondly, be- 


. cauſe that labour would haue beene as tedious 


to me as this. Thirdly,becauſe I haue ow ad- 
ded ſomething touching the ryſe of {onſcience, 

which my former text would not ſo fitly beare; 
My requeſt unto you 1s double ; firſt, that 
you would be carefall m obſeruing flops, mnter- 


A2 | Fogations | 


rogations anl diſtinflions, which negleſcd, 

the ſence become, ſometimes darke, ſometimes 
inyperfetÞ and none vt all, as « tobee ſeenc in 
' ſome paſſages of the Sermons on Prouerbs 4nd 
Samuel, Secondly, that you will [emer theſe 
/otrom the ſormer, 4s that whoſo pleaſes may 
baus them alone, Thus reſting in your care for 
the due publiſhing of all, I commend you and 
. the works to tbe Lords bleſſing. 


Hanwedl, 08.8, 


Yonrs, 


ROBERT HaRnis, 
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HEB, 13. 18. 


Pray for vs, for we truſt we hauea good Conſcience 
in all things, mire to line honeFly. 
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F the Apoſtles moti- 
on ſo much : Follow- 
eth now his reaſon ; 
whcre, firit, the Aſſer- 
tion, F haue 4g00d Con- 
ſcience n all things: | Se- 

jcondly, the Euidence-. 
and confirmation, 1 
| a7 per ſwaded : | {1 vP- 

ON LU1:> around I deſire roll e hone;tly, The points 
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2 Direflunsiowto get,to keepe, 


thing (a good Conſcience.) Secondly, hec reſts in 
the corfirmationot it, 
From the firſt this : 
Euery Chrittian ſhould'ſo order the matter, 
that hee may truly lay, 1 have a good Conſcience : 
This the thing that.muſt be mauve goo !,and a(- 


ſured ; to wit, a good conſcience, Here, leſt it be 


oDicted, rhat the point holds 1n ſuch as the A- 
polt!le was, (Preachers) who muſt be men of 
Conſcience, not in all; Wee, muſt doc two 
things ; firſt, ſee what warrant we hauc for the 
raiſing ; next,for pratizirg of the point, Our 
warrant for. deducing a generall from this 
particular, is fetcht; firſt, from the end and 
vieof the word in generall, namely,our 1nſtru- 


| tion, as appeares, Row.15.4. and 2 Tim. 3.16. 


Secondly, from thar generall precept of this 
Apoſtle, Phil.4.8 ,5. Furthermore,brethren, what- 


ſorner things are true, whatſoeucr things are honeſt, 


what ſoeuer things are ruſt whatſoeuer things axe pure, 


whatſocurr things pertaine to loue, what ſoener things 


are of ry * ns » ff there be any vertue, if there be 
any praiſe, thinke on theſe thing:, Which yee haue 
both learned, and receined, and heard, and ſcene in 
me. tho'e things doe, and the God of peace ſhall be 
with you. | | 

Thirdly; from the like preſident, Heb.13.5,6. 


Let jour connerſation be without conetouſneſſe, and * 


be content with thoſe things that yee hane: for hee 
hath ſaid, 1 will not faile the, ne!ther forſake thee : 
So that we may boldly ſay, The Lo: d « my helper nei- 

| ther 


| and to v/t a"good Conſcience. 2 
;her will 1 feare what man can doe unto me hence 
the inference'ts to all from one, 7ofhuah. 
Fourthly, fromReaſon,though examples (as | 
examples) !imply binde not, ver reaſon and pre- 
cept (that is to-ſay, the Law of Nature and of 
God) doe binde : and therefore, when the Ex- 
- ample 1s grounded vpon common equity, and 
hath nothing private in it (valeſſe haply tor de- 
pres onely) and is backt by precept, then it's 
inding. . Now. thus ſtands the caſe here: Firſt, 
A man,as he.is rationall (nwch more as he is a 
Chriſtian) is toregard his Conſcience.Second- 
ly, the Apoſtle, not onely in his Miniſtery, but * 
in all other Relations and paſſages of lite, min- 
ded this, Ads 23.1, &' 24.16. nay, further, as 
his life was rifled into by the aduerfaries, with 
his Doctrine; ſohe Apolozizes for that, with 
this, and grounds his perſwaſion, as much vp- 
- on his Chriſtian liuing, as his faichfull preach- 
ing. Laſtly, theprecept reaches all, as well as 
Preachers :andrhere's as good reaſon, why we 
as well as they, ſhovld z#flure conſcience, For 


the firſt,the precept 15no lefle large, then plain; ; ,precepys 


firſt, for gerring : ſecondly, keeping : thirdly, 
viing ofa good Coniſcieree, | "£ * 
For getting :'we ate called ypon to walh the 
heart, lerem.4.44, to wth off all filthineſſe of 
ſpirit, 2 Cor.7.t, to ſtudy vniverſall holineſle, 
I T heſ.5.and the end of the Commandement is, 
a good: Confcience, 17#m.0.5,  __ 
Secondly, for: keepidg, : S,loms;s addreſſes 


4 Dire9ns vow to get, to keepe, 


himſelfero alland each particular,P-.o4.23. 
Thirdly, tor viing : Heb.10.22, in all ourap- 
proaches tO God, wee muſt waſh the Conſci- 
ence, as the 7ewes did their flelh and ray- 
menr. 
>. | - Forthe ſecond: nt: Equity, 2: Neceffity, 
3. Vrility perſwade the practice : Firſt, wee 
are dependant, and therefore accountable as 
well as Pauls; ſoules we haue receiued,; and for 
a ſoule and ſpirit mult euery one an ſer: Lawes 
we have allo received, and by Law we muſt He 
iudged ;. weare vader the ſame Iudge.the ſame 
Law, the fame cen(ure that others be, and mult 
hold vp our hands ar the ſame barre; and there- 
fore muſt haue the ſame thoughts, and care of 
Conſcience:Books mutt be compared,Gods and 
ours, Originall, and counterpane ; therefore: 
we alſo mult haue our Bookes fairely kept, and 
| in a readineſle, 
4 nectizatee-,, Secondly there lyes the ſame neceflity vpon 
«8,95 vpon.Paxls,' of ſecuring Conſcience : for 
frlt, it WE looks. inward, wee ſhall. ftnde our 
"os hearts as Crazy, our graces as feeble, our peace 
as vnicttied, 451 cheirs: and on the other 11de, 
our ſecret ouile, and guilt, and pride,and vnbe- 
licte, as great as theirs, . And.aext, it we looke 
outwar 1. wee finde: the world, the world {ti1], 
that's a Sea, our life a warfare, wicked men as 
buſe with others contciences, as Euer; the .Di- 
vel! as malicious as cuer ; ; troubles without. rer- 
LOUrs WAH, as NGicring. as. Quch. ; 1n ſhort, as 
much 
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and to 'vſc a good Conſcience, 5 


much vſeand neede of a good Contcience now, 
as 1oco. yecres agoe; a Preacher may ſtand 
eng highcr then our ſclues, bur wee are 
in the Tame {tormes, tlrere's none other ditle. 
rence. | es 
"Thirdly, Ir will quit coſt for vs alſo, to get 
good conſcicnces : for, theſe are the preſeruers 
ofall graces ; the Conſcience 1s that buttome 
that containes all our rreafure ; that casket that 
holds all our Icwels, it this muſcarry, farewel] 
faith, hope, puticnce, courage, truth, a!l. Se. 
condly, Conſcience 15 the root of all our com- 
fort : the fruit of righteouſneſle (faith Eſay) is Efay 32. 
peace : out of a'cleere_ conſcience, ifſue thoſe - 
ſweet ftreames of 10y, comfort, &c, Thirdly, 
Conſcience is the antidote agatnſt all poy ſoned 
croſſes; it isthe {ting that 1s in our con{ciences, 
that fieeles a'l our' crofſes, and makes them 
ſiinging; theres. little” mudde raiſed in the 
ſoule, where the. conſcience 1s cleere and 
pure. { 3 
Fourthy, Contcierce is the bulwarke, an1 ni: merysa- 
wal! of 5raile, thar keepes off all inuaſions and beneus (@c&c- 
aſſau'ts, Fpheſ.6. By this aman raiznes ove all 
tribulations, KRow.8. and 1s enaviel to looke 
flames in the face, Lyons in the face, raylers in 
the face, tl.n {crers in theface, Dine!s jn the 
face, Goy in the face, with an vauaunted coun- 
tENANCE, } 12h, 3.21.4 17, | 

On the other tie, rake away conſcience, and 
you vluek+avn the tiuces, and pulldowne the 
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5 Direttions 50w to get ta keepe, 
ba::kes,you let out the foule into all licentiou(: | 
neil, for what bounds hath the ingcnuous [þj. 
rit, when feare and thame (rhe immediate iflues 
of conſcience) are gone ? where will a man 
ſtay 2, Man without conſcitence,is a wtlde horſe 
without bridle ; thelite and heart is filled with 
ſinne, after {inne comes guilt (trom that light 
char's left) thence tormenttull ſhame, feare, an- 
ouiſh; hence the leaſt noyle attrights him, the 
lea't crofle ſtings him, the leaſt danger appales 


him ; in thort,reſ there's none, pe.ac. none,cou- 


rage none, comfort none ;z but conſcience rages 
like an aking tooth :a man eatcs in paine,drinks 
in feare ; dares not goe abroad, dares not goec 
to bed dares nor fleepe, left his dreames ſhould 
proue terrible z - dares not wake, leſt his 
wounds ſhould bleed againe, and his watchfull 
cares and feares recoyle. By this little ſaid, 
you ſee how it imports vs all,as well as S.Paxl, 


' to.conne this leſſon;and to ſay readily, I, and I, 


and I, and euery I, haue a good conſcience, But 
all chat can be ſaid, is but an empty diſcourſe, 
and a contemplation farre off from the matter ; 


- for the truth 1s, no man can tell what the bene- 


fir of a good, what themiſery of a bad conſci- 
ence is, but he who hath felt both ; that man is 
buta firanger to himſelfe, and to conſcience,, 
that dothnot apprehend a thouſand timesmore, 


_ then hee can vtter in this kinde, Ir ſuffices to 


ſay, that no man knowes the badneſle of a bad, 
the goodnelle of a good conſcience, but onely 


"4 dS 


and to 'vſe & yood Conſetence, 


he that hath felt the weight of that, and worth 
of this; and hee that Knowes leatt experimen- 
tally & feelingly,knowes more then his rongue, 
face, eyes, hands, bones can vriter, though 
they ſpeake all at once, as viually they doe, 
when Conſcience workes ſicongly. But I paſle 
toapplication ; where, firſt, three ſorts come 
to be taxed; ſecondly,all to be taught. 
For firſt, if allſhould aime at -this, to ſay 


(and to fay truely). My -Conſcience is good, 
the 


three ſorts. of men are farre wide 0 
marke.- | 

Firſt, they whoneuer trouble their thoughts 
with conſcience at all; credit, wealth, friends 
theyle ſecure, if they can : bur for. conſcience, 
tis onely a name, 4 fcarcrow to affright chil- 
drenwithall ; but no wiſe man will itand vp- 
on that : and; leſt they ſhoukl ſceme madde, 
_ they plead reaſon tor their practice. 

Firſt, there's no man liuing, bur hee ſtraines 
and difpenceth with conſcience in ſome things : 
take me the beſt Preachers,doe not they ipeake, 
yeelde, walke contrary to conſcience, in ſyume 
things ? Name me your beſt Chriſtians : doe 
they not know cenſuring, enuy, &c, to bxe 
nauchrt? doe not they ſpeike againſt ſome 


Wes. 1: 


Obieft.n: 


ſometimes, whom in their conſciences hey * 


know to be better men then themulelues, and ſo 
of all the reft > 


Thus they plead in the firſt place : but this 
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is awiltulldeluſton, for firit, VViat if al! the 

world ranne w:ilde ! Npah will be Noah ypiight 

in his generation fill, Secondly, Is It wellto 

ſtraine ? Itnor, wilt thou be naught tor com- 

pany. Thirdly,Thou art deceiued,there is ma- 
| ny a Paul,Zacharic, Elizah, that walke.in all the 


Commandements of God, aid would not PuUr- 


poic!y liue in the leaſt allowance of the leaſt 
{11nne,for all the world. Burt yet they. doe {© > 
Firit;41f ypright, they doe not lo; it they doe ſo; 


they benot vpright : indeed the moſt vpright 7 


 knowes bur in part, loucs but inpart ; he may 
{inne,becauſe he knowes it not to belinne.,; hee 
may finneagaine, being furprized in ſome one 


particular, Ga/.6. again{t his generall purpoſe. 


Thirdly, he may be yoakt as S. Paal was, with 
thoſe inward buffertings that may make hishearr 
ake, and his foule to cry out, 0h wretched may 


that 1 am,e&*c. Rem.7 . But if thou thinkeſt thar. 


any vpright mancan thus refolue, I doc,or may 
know; this courſe live in, ro be tnnctull, and 
ver I muſt not, I will not taken! tICc of it, make 


conſcience of it, thou erreſt ; a gouly man can- 


notthus ſinne, and relolue. Secondly, whoſo 


doth, | | 
{eceme religious, and makes not COntclence of 
cuery {inne. (euen to a word) he UEcelues | 


felfe ; be not thou {o deceived. 


ney bs: «Nis *C 2... 
Bur Conſcience is like the eve; 1t onevegin / 


ere 1S NO. 


roſalue it, or ro meddle with it, tt 
| | I b cnd 
3 


h, deceiues himielte; 1ames 1, It any man 
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and to ve a good Conſcience. 5 
end, a man ſhall nener inioy himſelfe, but there 
will be (cruple vpon ſeruple, feare atter ſcare, 
{inne vpon finne ; tis an cndleſle taske to purge 
the Conſcience. 1 anſwer, 

Firſt,the queſtion'1s not, how painefull it 15, 


in ſearching wounds, yerthey mult be'ſearched, 

Secondly, the matter is feizable : $.?as! by 
trauell may arriueatthis happy haue:,-firſt, I 
hane a cleere, lecondly, I hauca good Con- 
ſcience, 

Thirdly, dead fleſh 1s not the beſt fleſh, nor 
conſcience awakened, the wort! conſcience. 

Fourthly though Phy ſicke for the time ſtirre 
humours, and playſters cauſe ſmart, yet both 
that and this tend to health and eaſe :. ſo thinke 
of the preſent troubles and firs of conſcience, 

O,but he chat will ſtand vpon' Conſcience in 
this age, ſhall dyc a begger, or be begd for a 
foole, he ſhall baue rrickes eriow put vpon him, 
if he be ſo tender ? 

[ anſwer, firſt, whatif it were ſo? a man had 
better faſt then car poylon ; begge, ſtarue, pine, 
then (ell his conſcience ; Aske them in Hell, 
aske them thatare vpon this racke, they will 
ſay ſo: as for diſgrace, Thad rather haue all the 
world call me foole,then mine own conſcience; 


and conſcience willbefoole me, if I ſell heauen, 


for earth, kernels for ſhells, pearlos for pibbles, 
Bur, ſecondly, what neceſsity in this .conſe- 
quence ? 


' Sol. 
but how necdtull > there 1s ſmart and trouble 


Obie. 


[ 
"OO 
| 


Fol, 
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quence ? VVhy may not truth, and innocency, 
and conſcience, maintaine and credit mee, as 


, wellas lying, coozenage, flartery, baſeneſle > 


Whyhould not 1 thinke Gods wayes as goud 
as Satans ? Thirdly, What loſt Abraham, 10- 


' ſeph, Daniel, Mor -ecas, Danidzeyc. by keeping 


a goo{ conicience ? Verily, ita godly man doe 
not thriue, conſcience 1s nor'1n fault:let him ra- 


ther fault (it there bea tavlt) improuidence, 


1dlenefſle,pride,diftruſt admixrure of ill means, 
not conſcience, 
But many that made as little adoe about con- 


: ſcience as I doe, haue made a good end at laſt ; 


they haue dyed without feares, or it troubled 
a lirtle, vpon ſome ſatisfa&tion made, and ſome 


charitable workes done, all was kuſhr and 
well 2? 


IT anſwer, firſt, thou knoweſt not what con- 
{cience others made in life, Secondly, Thou 
knowelt not what ſecret pinches conſcience 
gives them on their death-bed, Thirdly, Its 
one thing to ſatisfic after ſinne committed : an- 
other, to {inne purpoſely, in preſuming vpon tu- 
ture pardons and fatisfactions, Fourthly,a blee- 
dirg woundis better then that that bleeds not, 


Fiftly, Some men goe crying to Heauen, fome 


goe laughing and ſleeping to Hell ; the queſtion 


is not what conſcience feeles molt,” but what 1s 


moſt ſicke 2 Some Confciences as well as men, 


lye ſpeechleſle befote departure. Thoſe are but 
 poore ſhifts topur off thoughts of conſcience, 


VP= 
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and to v/ea good Conſerence, _ 11 

pon theſe grounds, yet this is the firſt errour. 
A ſecond fort ; They labour the matter of 
Conſcience much,but how? Their worke is not 
to perſwade their owne hearts with Saint Pay/, 
bur other mens. A ſtrange folly, for a man to be 
more carefull of others then himſelte; to feare 
others, to prize others aboue himſclfe : yer 
this is ordinary : Men ſtudy rather to ſceme, 
then to be conſcionable ; labour more to ap- 
proue themſelues ro others ; then to their 
owne hearts; and this appeares thus : Firſt, in 
char they ſtand more vpon the forme, then the 
power of godlinefle, Secondly, 'in that they 
ſet the beſt lidc outward, be more 1n profeſsion 


then in action , better abroad then at home ; garieft prin- 


a farre off then athand. Totheſe I ſay but this : cipemexcerns 
pd yranfry 
eri,cys 

not ſo learned Chriſt. Secondly, this is but the _ G18. 


Firſt this is but Machiazels Diuinity: They haue 


Hypocrites guiſe; He makes cleane the outtide, 
he iuſtifies himſelfe before men onely. Thirdly, 
this is but achildes part, who makes his mo- 
ther belecue that his ſores heale, when _ 


rankie, and ſhewes his right hand for his letr. 
Laſtly, this is a poore remedy, tocouer a bro- 


ken arme with a brauc ſcarfe : Alas, thou muſt 


anſwere Conſcience, when all friends bee 
abſent : time will be, when death will ſnatch 
thee from men,and Conſcience will follow thee 
__ © Chriſts barre; then if thou canſt not ſtand 

| before thine owne heart, how wilt thou =_ 
| PP = | &- 


” 
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before him, who 1s greater then thy heart 2 
Pootre man, poore man ! thou maiſt eaſily de- 


 ceive men, poſsibly deceive thy ſelte : but it 


.thou can(t rot approue thy heart to God, thou 
art loſt; for him thou canſ{tnor deceiue, As for. 
thoſe who make dold to father all vpon Conlci- 
ence, and vpon God, who wipe their impudent 
mouthes with-the Harlot, and ſay, Wharhaue 
we done > Vhoappeales to God with inno- 
cent Dauidand Paul ,ludge me, O Lord: Ilyenor, 
my conſcience dearerh witneſſe, God knowes 

' my heart : I take on my conſcience, that I am 

-vniuſtly flandered, when tis neither fo, nor ſo; 
what will'become of theſe men 2 with what 
faces will they looke vpon that con ſcience, that 
Judge, whom they haue made partakers,. wit- 
neſles, Iudges, reuengers of their damned hy. 
pocriſie, and more then diuelliſh impudency ! 

- Burt leaue them to the racke, 

The third ſort perſwade themſelues of their 
integrity and ſpeake ir out with Pauls confi- 
dence,ZVe haue a good (exſcience. But would their 
confidence were as wellbottom'd as his : but 
alas,” Men build this their aſſurance either in 
theayre,or on the ſands : ſome are perſwaded 
without reaſon, ſome vpon very weake reaſon. 

[For the firſt, they haue (yeathar rhey haue) as 
g004 Conſcicncesas any of them all. But what's 
their proofe > They are perſwaded ſo, But vp- 


on what reaſons ? Why, they hope ſo. But vp- 
| on 
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and to vſe a good Conſeiencr. 13 
on what ground? Why,their minde gives them 


ſo. Firſt, poore men ! Conlctence is reflective, 
knowes its knowledge, 'vnderſtands it felfe ; 
Sec ndly,its ratiovall, and can giue a reaſon of 


its hopes: Thirdly, its regular, and proccedes 


by the rule of Scripture : Shew mee thy 

grounds in blacke and white, cle tis fancie,not 

Conſcience. | | | 
Secondly, others alledge reaſon,but they can- 


not perſwade a reaſonable man who is not wil- . 


ling to winke ; they are chictly theſe. 

Ficlt a good meaning : I am (ſaith the ig- 
norant) no Scholler, many can put me downe 
with words, and doc makea greater noyſe, 
but I meane as well, and haue as good an heart 
to God-ward,as any of themall ? 

I anſwer, There is a latitude and meaſure of 
knowledge required cfall, Withous ſome know- 
ledgesthe minae is not good, 'Prou.19.2. If the eye 
te (tarke blinde, the whole man, and the wayes 
of- man are fo too ; and to ſpeake of Conlci- 
ence without knowledge ,is toſpeake of contra- 
dictions, and to talke of ſeeing without fight, 
hearing without eares; ſuch is knowledge with- 
out knowledge, that is, Conſcience, Ts cer- 
taine,Conſcience reaches nofurther then know- 
ledge, at leaſt then habitual!, and implicite5gr 
generall knowledge, The confidences of an ig- 
norant are but the truirs of his pride, and his 


fcruples,the iſſues of his trembling opinionand 
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14 Diretftians How to get,to keepe, 
ſtaggering iudgement : tis true, weake know. 
ledge (ioyned with humility and care of 
growth) muft not be diſcouraged ; but whoſo 
| neglects knowledge, preſuming vpon Conſci- 
| ence, doth as if he ſhould pull out his eyes, and 
| rruſt ro his hands for guidance. | | 
Obieet | The ſecond Reaſon alleadged for their hope 4 
_ | of Conſcience, is from the troubles that they | 
| haue in their hearts ; for when they haue done | 
| amiſſe,their conſciences be eftſoons vpon them, & _ 
| and will giue them no reſt, | | | 
Sol, | Ianſwer, thismay conclude ſome Conſcience, 
Differences) Put Not neceflarily Paws, (that's to ſay) a Natu. - | 
berwixecen, Fall, but not a Spirituall Conſcience. Thediffe. © . 
ſcience ans| rences Of which two, are wide, and for the diſ- Y | 
conſciencd . f. | 
fremchcText. CCTning thereo , , 

x | HBirſi,ſce for what ſinnes thy heart ſmitesthee, 
| if onely for crying ſtaring ſinnes,whichthe light 
| of Nature from inward principles or outward 
' inſiructions prompts; it 1s not the Conſcience 
— Dow in ſpeech, Paul had a good Conſcience in 

| all things. 'f ; | 
| Secondly, ſee what reformation this trouble 
| workesz ifnone, take heed, Pauls Conſcience 
| t510yned with (deſires and) endeauours of obe- 

dience for the tuture, 
Thirdly, ſee whence the trouble ariſes, whe- 
| | ther froma contrariancy herweene finne and 
; _ | - thee, orbetweene Conſcience, and paine, and 
puniſhment onely : Pars conſcience 15 __—_— 
wit 
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and to 'vſe a good Conſcience, 15 


4 


with the filthas well as guilt of ſirine, and his ws. 


will is preſt to goodneflc tor its beauty, | 
Eourthly, fee whither this trouble drives 
thee ; Pauls carries him to Chriſtians,to Praicr, 


Wouatchtulnetle, Beware : A Naturall;Conſfci- 


ence roucs a naturall man, but no more .; thou 
canit nut c:aimekinred of Pay! vponſucha Con. 
ſcience ; with Turkes and Heathens thou maiſt, 

Theth rd ground isthis : My Conſcience 
doth uot onely checke me for what's paſt, bur 
curbs and reins mein: before {in be committed, 
I care not doe as the moſi doe ; nay, I'dare not 
omit good duty : Should not I reade, pray eue- 
ry day, I could not fleepein the night,&c. I ag- 
ſwere, : : 

It muſt be conſidered whence that feare a- 
riſes; for tis certaine, that very cuſtome and e- 
ducation will makea child. afraid to omit his 
deuotions when he goes tobed : it wewill eſta. 
bliſh the heart with comfort, wee muſt make 
good twothings : | _ 

- Firſt, that we worke vpon right motives nor 
onely becauſe ſuch hath beene our cuftome, 
ſuch our education, fo is the willof . our Pa- 
rents,8&c, bur becauſe wee need ſuch helpes, 
God loues ſuch ſcruices, and we finde ſtrength 
comming vpon ſuch pertormances, | 
Secondly, that we heed the manner of per- 
forming ,as well as the matters performed, not 
celting inthe woike done, but mourning for 
| h Wo Cur 
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16. DirefTions row to get,to keepe, 


' ourdulneſſe, diftraQtions, coldneſſe, and other 
| tailings in the doing; for this is once, there's | 
nothing more ſhames and humbles an vpright— | 
wan, then his ouert and {light performance of | 
his Maſters worke,  - | 

06148 The third ground they ſettle vpon, is their 
| peace : their {innes doe not daunt them, nor 
their Conſciences dampe rhem; all is quiet 
| within, and they haue no doubts of their fal- 

-| "vation, | 
Fo | I anſwer, There 1s the Diucls peace,and Gods 
"| peace: "there is anegatiue peace, Or ceſſation 
| onely of rormcnt ; and a poſitive peace,or frui- 
tion of comfort, Therefore, examine f(t, the 
| Heurce and railing of thy peace: for ſome are 
\ - quiet, becauſethe conſcience js cither blinde, | | , 
' and fees not the ſword againſt it, like Ba/aqm; 
or ſlothfull and fleepy z and a very fore man 
. may feelelittle in his ſleepe , or elſc cither ſea- 
* red ordecluded: a deluded ſence thinkes | ic 
| feelesor fees what in truth it doth not; and 
ſeared fleſh doth nor ſmart like other fleſh, not 
becauſe it hath more lite, but leſſe ſence : (6 

|\ | - || [here, 3E 
| Secondly, The meanes how thou commeſt 
\. | | by1t; theretsnopeacebut in Gods wayes;z if 
I winne:t notby:praier, digge it not our of 
| Gods ſauing wels and ordinances, finde not the 
| | Word ſpeaking peace to my ſoule, I cannot 
/ haue it ; our peace comes.in atthe care, as the 
LH ” | Church 
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and tovſe a good Confeience, ." 17 


Church ſpeakes, and our of Gods mouth ; God»: 


creates Peace Dy his wort and lippe, as Ea) 
ſpeakes : valeſlc it beare his {ttampe, and hau? 
Holinelie to che Lord wiiltten vpon it, t1SNOT 
right, twiil nut paſſeas currang, 
Thiruiy,Thecticcts of it: holy peace workes 


thankſulnefle ro Chriſt, hu Nilicy in vs, MC: Ct- 


fuineſſc rowards bruiſed ſpirits, 


The fourth ground is this: I cannot abide 0%, 0 


vnconſcionableacile in others; I ca: with no 
patience {ce men goe againli Conicicuce. 
 Tanſwer, The Divel} is a great tifler and ac- 
cuter of othersconfciences ; bur a con{cionable 
man .is.buſieſt at hoine, mildel avroad : be lo, 
orbe nothing, 

But I {traine at the leaſt ſinne. So did the 
Phariſee: | Conſcier.ce is not right, valeſle it 


ſtraine at a!l tinne, endeauour a: Fi duty, as P.:ul 


ſpeakes in both tables ; contider, compare, aizd 
opaiſe ſencence; and here an end of this \ Vie: 
now to Intruaion. 

And here, would all thar heare me this ot 
were as Saint Paul, his bonds excepicd :; le 
{þa!l not be neediuil ro (ay much ro thoſe w!. 
haue felt heauen ani hei! both in the ap 
ences, they fee the dittereacc 3 as for hers, 


what can I ſay,whenas me 211 CAUNCTOCICAIC ME 
wituout experience ? If they would rece:ue 


others teitimonies, they may well CONCet ue, 


that a 2004 co. ſcience 15 beyon | all creued 
D' #0 JS. 
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18: Direonshow to get,to keepe, 


oods, anda bad worſe then all poſitiue euils : 
or firſt , What ſo deſireable to all living things, 
Ive 
life, thoughit be fromskin to skin? yer con- 
ſcience 15 ſuchathing as wiſe men prize aboue 
life ; they'ledye a thouſand deaths,rcather then 
loſe conſcience ; and-whilſt ' they live, rhey 
live no longer then Conſcience ſpeakes peace, 
Looke vpon an experienced man, and when he 
hath loſt his peace, no meate, no place, no 
wealth, no company, no life is pleaſant; he one- 
ly liues, becauſe he dares not dye. 
| Secondly, for an ill conſcience 5 What more 
terrible and hatefull to Nature, then death? yer 
death is ſweet to a wounded Conſcience; did 
hce thinke that death would end his torments, 
he would not live; nay,though he apprehends 
2 iudgement, a hell at the heeles of death, yet 


many times hee ruſhes vpon it, and concludes, 


that certainly hell can be no worſe, and pro- 
bably better then an ill conſcience. = 

Loe ( my B ethren) what Conſcience both 
wayes is ; one ſo ſweet, that Heaven would be 


ro Heauen without it ; the other ſo bitter, that 
\. Hell is no Hell to ir in the judgement of expe- 


rience. I can ſay no more to perſwade; mee 


thinkes now nothing ſhould remaine burdire. 
| ion. And the way tofet you in Pauls circum- 


ſtances, is to guide you; hrit, to the getting : 
ſecondly.ro the keeping of agood Conſcience, 
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and to y/e a good C, onſcience "= [9 


For the firſt, reſolue firſt on the thing, and 7. How 28004 
chus conclude; VVhat-cuer it coſt me,what ſhift Conicience is 
ſocuer I make, [ muſt have a good confcicnce, £,;4:, 
It is not neceſſary to haue wealth ; a poore man 5s (30... 


may be honeſt here, happy hereafter, It 15 riot 
neceſſary tohaue health, a weake man may.to 
heauen. Nay, it is not neceſſary that I mult 
live, my happineſſe is not confined ro this life ; 
but tis neceſſary to get a good: Conſcience 
without this, I can neither live nor dye, be nej- 
ther rich nor poore, ficke nor well; in few, I 
cannot ſubfitt; I cannot be (valeſle this be a be- 
ing,to with I neverhad becne)without a good 
conſcience: and therefore what-cuer it colt me, 
Ile goe tothe price: chus firſt reſolue, and this 


done then hearke co the means,which are theſe: 
. -Firſt, gye to the r:ght meanes : there's but 


one Phylician for ſoules and conſciences, and 
that is God; he onely made, and hee onely re- 
makes good Conſciences z none elſe can.come 
at Conſcience, can rake out rhe poyſon that's 
there ; take off the guilt that is there ; 
and. therefore wee muſt carry ous woun. 
ded ſoules to him, alleadge his owne couenant 
and hand, and ſay; Lord, thou haſt ſaid that 
thou wilt takeaway our cuill heart, and giue 
vs a betterz now for thy truths ſake make good 
this Vord, this Scripture, This done, thou 
muſtatrend his method,and run his courſe and 
dict he preſcribes, & thou muſt follow this me- 
thod: D 3 Furſt, 


6-4 


20 . - DireQwns how to get,to keepe, 


Firſt, mekethy Conſcience brighr and light- 
ſome : hec hath written a philicke ior conlci- 
cnce(no phylicke booke for coniciefice but his) 
iromti11s Booke thou mult gather knowledge, 
tor darkeneſſe defiles the vnderſtanding, as 


Paul (arcs, and darkencfle is timorous and ttag- 
gCcring ; a man can haue no true, no pulltiue. 
peace, whillt hee lives in darkeneſle, cither all 


things, or nothing ſhall be lawtull; and where 
tis ſo, the heart cannot be comiorrable, there- 
fore to thoſe principles that yer fiicke in the 
ſoule,adde iome other : adde light to l1glit, the 
lightof the Word to the light of Nature; for 
the Word is written to helpe that darkencelle, 
and that light is ſq dimme and {.nall, thit wee 
mult needes ſet vp another by it, elſe wee ſhall 


icenothing ; and heethat ſces nothing, enioyes 
noting : theretore thou muſt ger knowledge 
by reading, by deducing concluftons from 


Gods actions to thy ſeife, by hearing and ſer- 


ting thy {elfe, ifthou be free, vnder that Mini- 


{try thatdeales with Conſciences, that ſets out 


God as he 1s, the Werd as itis,{inne as it 15;for 


then we truely know, when we know things tn 
their ownenotions and colours, | 


Seconly, thou muſt make the Conſcience 


cleane ; it muſt be pure aud cicare,beforeit will 
be good -: there ſtickes to the.conſcience of e- 
ucry man naturally a great deale of guile and 
filch ; Tr is muchdiſfabied and maimed, loft 

much 
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and to vſe a good Conſcience, 21 
much ofits ſight and life, it hath learned tote 
idle, falſe, dumbe, &c. It hath contracted To 
much guilt, toulneſſe, brawninefle by trading 
in ſinne,that there's do roome for peace, til! 1t 
bath anew'conſtirution, and be wholly refined: 
now the way to haue it clcanſed, is to i:ye to 
bloud : as/in the Law alt things were purified 
with blor:d, ſo here the blovud of Clr:ift is char, 
tharcleanſferh from all {. mn, that waſticrh the 
Contcierice from Cead workes ; this bloud is 
both healing, and will clo-e 1] our {arctull 
eaſhes, and purg.ng and willtakc oft al: tains, 
an will make vs as whue as ſnuw, O goe to 
this Refiver, this Fuller, this Thyſitian, this 
high Pricſt,as rhe Word entitles him ; nothing 
wilt ſerue,] but his bloudy ſacrifice, and that 
will dceit; goe to him as toan All-ſufficient 


| Sautour, reli in his bloud without further 


mixtures; plead his bloud ſhed for ſinners quite 
loſt and-vndone ; beg that of God, as Fahel did 
children of her husband, Gtueme bloud or c!{e 
I dye;apply that tothy bleeding ſoule, and fay, 
I bleed; bur Chriſt bled too for me; my ſinnes 
are bloudy, and his woundes are bloudy too ; 
my bloud, it ſpilt, cannot make God thar ſaril- 
faciion thar bis bloud hath, and therefore Ile. - 
reſt ip his bloud chat ſpeakes peace, not VEnge-_ 

ance, as Abec/s did, and in him who quicts Con- 
ſciences as, wellas Seas and windes, Marg 35- 
Elſe,as corrupt breath ſtaines and dimmcs the 
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82 Direlltunchowtoget.tokeope, dl | 
_ glaſſe;ſoa corcupt heart the Conſcience, Next, 
when it is cleare from guilt and filth, then it | 
muſt be pure and ſanQtfied , the Spirit there- 
fore of Grace mult reſt in the Conſcience, and 
' give ita new conſiitution ; it is not ſufficient 
to let out the bad bloud, but now wee muſt 
| breed good bloud,and makenew Spirits, From 
anacurall Conſcience, and a Conſcience that is 
- enlightened by the Word, we muſt proceed to 
a4 ſancified Conſcience, and therefore wemuſt 
labour to feele the power of Chriſts Bloud, 
and of Chriſts Lite and ReſurreQion in our 
ſoules, (who is King of righteouſneſſe and 
peaceboth, Heb.7.2.) quickning vs in the In- 
ner man, and ſtamping on vs our firſt impreſſe 
of wiſedome, holineſle, righteouſnefle, that 
' we may bethroughout fanfic], 1 Theſ.5, and 
'hauea beauty ſet vpon the ſaule and conſcience 4 
inall points, as the Apoſtle ſaycs, and freed 
from dead workes by repentance, Heb.s, and l. 
when the Conſcience is filled in ſome due mea- 
fure with ligtit, and freed from finne, and fur. 
niſhed with poſitive grace, then (out of all) 
oY reſults that gaodneſle of Conſcience that now | | 
| we ſpeake of, whereby irs fitted for its ends and | 
offices, and enabled to giue vs a good word and 


| | countenance. YO. | | 
3 How tis Now for the keeping of Conſcience good, 
wept. | becauſe I will not quercharge your memories 0 
with rules, Ile expzeſſe my telfe inone _—_— z 


and to ſe a good Conſcience. 23 - 

ed Similitude or Allegory, The Conſcience 

is a Clocke or Watch in the boſome; look what 

ou would doe to keep that in frame, thatmuſt 
done heere, 

Firſt, If the Watch be amiſle, who fo fit to 
amend it as hee that made it ? So heere, 1fany 
thing trouble Conſcience, rhat it goes not at 
all, or too faſt, or our of order, goe to Chriſt, 


and goe quickly, pray himto. fer theein toynt 


againe,as Dauid Uid;Pſal.51. 

Seconuly, a Watch mult be charily kept, the 
leaſt duſt, hayre, iogge almoſt diſtempers it ; 
ſo the Conſcience, a little duſt in this eye 
marcres both {ſight and peace, a little {inne crept 
in betweene the wheeles, ſets all at a ſtand :if 
ever thy Conſcience (hall hold its comfort and 
doe thee acceptable {cruice, keepe it cleane, .. 
give no allowance to any the leaſt ſinne:a man 
may live and dye in ſome ſinne, and yet haue 
peacc, when Conſcience 1s not priuy to it, and 
not conuinced of it : But there can bee notrue 
comfort, where {inne vaderhand is maintained 


and allowed ,be it neuerſo ſmall a one : letthy 


Conſcience haue thisro ſay for thee:I can beare 
him witneſſe, that he bore his ſinnesas a bur- 
den,and bid none of them welcome, 
 Thirdly,a Watch muſt be daily lookt to(and 
thorowly too) if onepin beamiſle, all is out of 
order : ſo the Conſcience; hee that makes not 
conſcience of all(according to his light) makes 
| cON- 


24 Direltious how toget to keeps; 
conſcience of none, and wil come to naught;and 
he that doth not lookevpon his con{cience eue- 


| ry day,and winde it vp,and fer it 1n frame will 
haue no conſcience in time: euery -day thou * 
mult talke with thy telte, and know -whar the 


Wartctr{aith,] mcane, what report Conſcience 
makes of thy dayes worke, what it hath to ſay 
for or againſt thee.” 1 is with conſucnce,as with 
Bayliffs and Stewards; it you call them to a 
daily-reckoning, they will bo caretull and vſe- 


fill! ; bur if you let things runne on, and reckon 


once at the hundreds end, they will not watch, 
or rhey will nut be able to rememder : ſotis 


* with conſciencc; therefore often looke vpon it, 


and euery day contulc with it, 

The Watch mult be vied.elfe it ruſts,fuirres, 
and fritbegins to flacke irs pace,and atter tome 
time will not gocat all : ſoconicience, tis pre- 
ſerued by vſc,as the ttomacke is, and alt things 
elic ; for cuery thing is pertected and preferued 
by its proper o2erations; as water 15 kept ſweet 
by running, the Conſcience by morion ftreng- 
thens it ſen{e,and ſooner teeies irs wei zhe: by 
morion 1t 15 iacilirated” and that's 25 good as 


oyletorhe wheele of a Clocke; therefore ex- + 
erctic Conſcience, an:{that inall good duties, . 


whetherperfonall or locall. 
| ,,Corſcicnce mult have ats fu'l walke, 
and thars very large; for a Conſcicnce is to 


bce obſeruey in all re!1gigus - and righte- 


_ s OUS 


and to v/e a good Conference, 2F 


' gus as z and whoſo will preſerue Þis conſci- 
ence, muſt firſt keepe himſelfe pute and vp- 
right. Firſt, in Gods worlhips : Secondly,” in 
workes of righteouſneſſe towards man : 'Chird- 
ly, in his owne place, he muſt make conſcience 
of his particular calling and relation, and dwell 
ypon that : and ſecondly,for others, hee muſt 
remember Payls aduice, Keepe thy ſelfe pure, - 
| benotpartaker of other mens {innes. In ſhort, 
of all things hee muſt feare Gol mot ; of all 
men, feare himſclte moſt and his owne Conſct- 
ence;of all men our of himſelfe,feare his friends 
moſt, and his other mens ſinnes. Many a man 
waſhes his heart at home, and defiles his'Con- 
ſcience abroad; when he hath gotten his owne 
acquittance, hee intangles himſelfe in other 
mens debts by connivence, filence, conſent, &c. 
Take heed of this, for tis a hard matter ro diſ- 
charge conſcience in company and ro. come off 
well. Well, let conſcience haue its perte& 
worke towards God and man, alone, and 1n 
company,andlike a good fountaine,twill worke 
. out 1ts owne corruption and raudde, and af- 
foord ſomething towards the waſhing of 0- 
therstoo,as it runnes along. : 
 » One thing more, and then an end : As a 
Watch muſt be made, ſo ſet by rule: you muſt 
' ſet itby the Sunne and timeof day : So Con- 
ſcience muſt haue its rule{though a ſubordinate 


rule it ſelfe) and this alſo muſt be ſet and orde- 
E red 
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20 Direciions vow to getto keepe,@r c. 


red by the Heauens : fhegreat God hath onely 
POwer ouer his great office, and hein his Word 


13 the uſt m caſure of it : we muſt not ſay that's | 


lawfull which he prohi its, that's {infull which 
hg commands ,raar's arbitrary winch hee holds 
neceſſary, that'snece| lary (for its nature) which 
he holds arbitrary : 1n ſhort, wee mult neither 
| widennor ſtraitenthe rule, but bring home our 
ſclues ro that. Its hard to ſay wherewee ſhall 
land if we ſayle not by the Compaſle,and looke 
not to the Heauens, and whether bee worſe to 
ſwallow all,or ſcruple all,is more then [can tell! 
This is once, he that either tyes vp, or lets out 
his Conſcience, more then God would. haue 
him, makes worke {or himſelfe, and way for 
cempration. In practice, tis good to bee of the 
reſtraming hand ,where we are lett to ourſelues:; 
but for Opinion, Conſcience, and Tudgement, 
tis beſt to hold ones ſelfe free "where the Word 
frees him, and bound, where the Word bindes 
him, elſe Conſcience will ſuffer wracke. 
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SERMON: 


— Vhereinjs taught, how to 
vic a good Co N- | 
SCIENCE, 


 Hxs. 13, 18- 


Pray for vs, for we truſt we haut a zood Conſcience 
mall things, willing to line honeftly. | 


0000000 4 9 o © 9 HE ſccond thing fol- 
lowes, Paul * hauing 
= a good Con- 
cience, emproues it, 
and makes his bene- 
fir of it,partly for the 
remouing of aſperſi- 
| ons,partly for the ob- 
ooS000-00ne— Ultaining of praicts,and 
the engratiating of himſclfe with the Hebrewes, 
The point, | 
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28 - fecond Sermon, 


They that haue good Conſciences, mult make 
their vie of them. This point calls more for pra- 
ice then for proofe; therefore we will be lar. 
gerthere, beter heere, Firſt, God calls vs to 
this duty, E ſa.5. ludze, ye inhabitants,CFc.7 
a5 if he had faid, I appeale to your Conſciences, 
who will be of vſein this caſe to you,if you will 
vic them : ſo Haggai, Conſider,faith God; with 

-our ſelues, compare time with time,, thin 
with thing, how well you ſhall ſpeed if you will 
beruled by me, how 11! you haue ſped wluleſi 
negligent of me : .and accordingly refolue, as 
if he had ſaid, If you would bur refle& vpon 
your ſelues, and conſult your owne Conſci- 
ences, reformation would follow. Soalfo ?/a/. 


. Talke with your owne hearts as it he ſhould 
ay, Doe but aske your owne Conſciences > Ts 
ot this Gods doing ? Did not God preterre 
aurd > Doth not hee maintaine his Titles > 
ould wee our ſelves reape that meaſurethat 
we offer him?And then! ye will be quiet, Thus 

ften in the new Teitament : Examine your 
etues, Iudge your ſelues, Trie your ſelues, Be- 
hinke your ſelues : Rew.2;- All comes tothis, 
urne your thoughts vpon your ſelues, and 
ake iſ. of your inward light, that is, Con- 
ience. Thus the precept 1s cleare,the practice 
-rcof much vrged ; the neglect thereof, as 


__ 


nth condemned, Jer.$.6. and elſc-where 


often | | 
| | Adde 
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Hearts 


Of the v/e of Conſcience, 269 
Adde ſecondly, tothe Precept of God, the 


praQtice of Gods people, intheir paſſages with 


Godand Man. 
Firſt, For God : Marke _Abiwelech, when he 


' washazarded; Gen.20. leremiah, when hee was 
_ curſed ; Jer.15. Hezekiah, when hee was viſited ; 
 Eſ.38. David, when hee was flandered, Pſal.z. 


Thc Apoſtles, 44s 4. when threatned ; and fee 
what vie they made of a good Conſcience, How 
free, quiet, bold, couragious in all thoſe exi- 
gcnts they were, 

Secondly, and for Men, looke vpon Ieſeph, 


firſttempred, after perſecuted : vpon Samuel re- 


1eQed,vpon Job tradueed, vpon Paw! arraigned ; 
and fce what benefit they made of Conſcience, 
now to raigne in luſts and pafſtons, now to pro- 
uoke to iult apologics, alwayes to ſupport in 
greateſt preſſures, 

Thirdly, from Examples, paſſe wee to Rea- 


ſons. 
\ Firſt, Conſcience is made for vſe, and there- £991: 


fore vie muſt be made of it: The excellency. of 
things ſtands intheir vſe, the beſt things being 
euer moſt yſ{cfull ; now in this world there is 
nothing more Diuine and (as I may ſay) more 
God-like then Conſcience. It is a kinde of ſe- 
condary Law and Bible, yea,in a fort,a ſubor. 
dinate God, of ſubdiuine authority, It hath 
power to enforme, to record, to witneſſe, to 
iudge, to condemne, to abſolue, to comfort, 

E 3 to 
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c(exccure,to hang anddraw within ir ſelte, as 


xe {(peake in other caſes z and we cannat with- 


outto9 too great neglect of God, who makes 
nothing in vaine, palle by ſuch an Officer and 
Deputy as Conſcience is, without vie and ac- 
knowledgement, 

Secondly, we take Gods Name in vaine, in 
neglecting Conſcience, and truſtrare his' work, 


and deprive our-{clues of the benefits of Con- . 


ſcience; for tis not the hauing, but the vſing of 


. abilities and blethngs, that perfects and blelles 


vs. Apower of feeing is to little purpoſe, if 
men will winke and hide themſclues in darke- 
nefſe, A power of ſpeaking is not much, if a 
man will button vp his#ippes ; and of as little 


avuaile-is Conſcience (that is,a power of know-= 


ing and gaging ones (elfe) if this power be ne- 
ueracted. Verily, a man notwithſtanding this 
inward light, may be no better ufc an Atheiſt 
in knowledge, or Diuell in practice, vnleſle hee 
emproue his liglt; (for light, till che Will put 
it to vſe,, makes na man good) tor dec but con- 
{ider + How ([ pray) ſhall chat ſoule for mat- 


ters, paſt ever repent, which will never recoyle, 


looke backward, or once ſay, Vhart haue I 
done? How (againc) ſhall 'it ſee its preſent 
ttaines and eſtate, if it will not view it ſelte, or 
behold its awne tace > How (thirdly) ſhall ic be 
held back fro any ſin(fleſh,men,duuels,puthing 
20) uf itneuer commune wirk it ſelte, C4. 
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Of the 'v/e of Conſcience, ETF 


Whataml doing ? It were impoſſible that men 


ſhould either digeſt ſuch monſels as they fival- 


low, or {wallow ſuch puddle and poyſon as eft- 
ſoones they doe, would they bur ice and conti- 
der what they doe,or haue done. Ef 
Thirdly, by not viing Contcience, wee tha!! 
come in timeto loſe, notonely the comfortable 


MW AW 


feruice of it (for enformatton, reformation, 


conſolation, initigation,&c.) but indeed all' 


inanner vie, and lence of it ; Vie legges (wee 


ſay) and hauc legges ; {o, vic Conſcience, and: 


haue Conſcience ; tor by vſe, the heart 1s kept 
{ofr,and will ſoone ſmite vs, as Daxzds did : by 
vic our inward light 1s exerciicd and ftrengthe- 
ned, and wee made able to difcerne, Heb.5.14. 
Nay, vic and exerciſe doth both facilitate and 
delight; for what's done ordinarily and hab1- 
tually, :s done withno (mall contcat, ſure with 
no great contention and reluctancy : cultome 
and exerciſe make the hardcit of works art leaſt 
{ufferable. On the other tide, diſuſe Conſci- 
ence, and though itcontinue inthe roote, yet 
the fruit will downe. Firtt, the light of it will 
more and more decay, like the fire that is not 
blowne. Secondly.,thelife of it will alſo weare, 


(as the dull fluggard lives not halte ſo much as 


the diligentdoth) and this appeares,if we con11- 
der thoſeacts and euidences of life (Senſe and 
Motion.) For Senſe, a Conſcience vnconſul- 

ted, vnexerciſed, vaexamined, becomes like a 
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ſleepy legge : when man' hath fate long, hee 
feeles not his limves, the bloud and fpirits be- 
ing ſometimes frozen and arreſted with cold, 
ſomerimes interceptcd in their paſſage by roo 
much ſuppreſ5ion of that parc : ſotis with the 
Conſcience; firſt load it, and then let it lye 
{till withour motion, and in fine it will nop 
 feele it ſelfe, butbe as dead and {enceleſle, as 
brawned, yea ſcared fleſh : And this experience 
wſtifies in many, whoſe conſciences lye bed. 
ridden: and looke how ſoine (in that caſe of 
ſickneſſe) voyd much filth and feele it not: ſo 
theſe ſpue forth abhorred blaſphemies and out- 
rages,and diſcerne them not. As for Motion, 
eucnasthe limbs by long (1tting grow ſtiffe and 
ſtarke, that we cannot goe : ſo the conſcience 
vnfrequented, twill ruft like a Clocke which 
ſleepes a winter or two, and fo loſes its rongue, 
not once telling you where you bee cither in 
the day, ornight : iuſt ſo a ruſty Conſcience, 
twill neither cobnſell nor comfort, checke nor 
excuſe, twill ſpcake neither ro matters paſt nor 

ro come, but lic as dead within a man, as the 
dead childe doth within a woman : Oh tis a 
moſt comfortleſſething for a living woman to 
bearedeath in her bowels! ſuch a burden fils 

her with many feares for the preſent, at leaſt 

makes her roo tov heauy and vaweldy and puts 
her to great extremity in the cloze, there being 


| more adcewith onedead birth, then with two 
; living 
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Of the 'wſe of Confeience. 22 


{cience, the lefſe that trauels,the more we muſt 
with feares and anguiſh ; and therefore as wee 


call vpon women to (tirre, thattheir fruit may 


be ſtirring too : ſo muſt we ftirre vp our ſelues, 
that Conſcience may be doing ; for a dead con- 
{ſcience makes but a dead eſtate, a dead heart, a 
dead man.,a dull life; and dead it will be,vnleſle 
we pur it to vie, 

Now before we can proceed to exhorration, 
we cannotbur bewayle and. controll two forts 
of men firft, ſuch as vtterly diſuſe, ſecondly, 
ſuch as fearefully miſuſe their Conſciences, 
How many bee there of the firſt ſort,who liue 
and dye ſtrangers to themſelues ? They dare 
not:for their eares aske their own hearts: VWhar 
is our caſe?]n what tearmes ſtand we with Gcd? 
Childrenare we or enemies ? In the wayes of 
life or death 2 Where are we? What are wee > 
Which way goe we > What will be the ifſue of 
our courſes > Burlooke how bankrupts put off 


reckonings, ſo theſe allreaſonings wich them- 


ſeluegs. And as they keepe their ſpiritualleſtate 


cloſe} from their owne conſciences, ſodoe they. 


in particular actions : for, firſt, in rtiings to be 
done, they rather conſult others then them- 
felues, which is;but to ſcl ones eies,and buy ſpe- 
acles, which ſecno more then the eye enables 
them, Secondly, in things already done, they 


rather ſmother then conſult conſcience ; when 
or NT F __ Con- 


luing children tis no better with a dead con- 


V7e x. 


| and beginnes to queſtion them, they runne 


34 The. ſecond Sermon, 
Conſcience takes theaduantage of ſolitarineſſe, 


from it into company, and hide theml(clues in 


| thecroude; when Conſcience 06a 
1 


The caulesbf 
this Gliuſc. 


to 0pen 1ts eyes and moutitatter ine reading of 
ſome vooke, the hearing of ſome Sermon, the 
{celing of ſome inward or outward pinches, 
they ttoppetheir eares, divert'their thoughts, 
fing, whiſtle, drinke, game, and doe any thing 
ro Out-talke and drowne Conſcience. This the 
practice of hundreds, but how ill this practice 
15, firſt the Cauſes, ſecondly,the Confequences 
will ſhew. | 

The Cauſes hereof, Firft, Pride ; Man 
would be ſomebody with himſelte, and there- 
fore1s loth to looke vpon his owne ſtaines, and 
to ſec his owne face 1m the face of his con(ci- 
ence. . Secondly, Hypocritie : j Man hath ſuch a 
deſire to co0zen, that hee would (if he could) 
coozen himfelte, and would faine make him- 
{elfe belecue that tis not fo bad with him,as in- 
deed it is. Thirdly, Vnpbeliefe : He lookes for 
no mercy, in caſe he peach himſelte, and there- 
fore places all his ſafery in ſecrecy ; and lo le. 
cretwould he be, that by his will, his left hand 
ſhallnort know what his right hath done. Theſe 
are the cauſes: and what fruitcan you in reaſon 


expect from ſucha roote ? 


The ceuſc 
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Surelythe iſſue cannot burbee bitter: For, 


Fuſt, by difuſing Conſcience, men. come to. 


loſe 
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0/ the v/e of Conſcience. 35 
loſe conſcience, and conſequently their armour 
againſt ſinne : take away Conſcience, and you 
can hardly ſet downe Atheiſme. Secondly, by 
this meanes finne 15 excecdingly aggrauated ; 
(for no man can negle& ſo neere a Monitor as 
Conſcience 1s, without great preſumption and 
wilfulneſſe :) and ſecondly, a mans' reckoning 
no way furthered ; for (doe what we can) wee 
muſt come to an account, and Conſcience will 
knew vs at laſt, whether we acknowledge it or 
not ; nay, by how much the lefle we regard it 
now, by ſo much the'more it will ſhake vs here- 
after,and riſe vpon vs like a flame with ſo much 
the greater fury,by how much the more it was 
(for the preſent)kept downe and ſtifled, 

The ſecond fort reproued, are ſuch as abuſe 
conſcience, and this 15 done (as ſometimes 0- 
therwiſe) ſo moſtly thus : 

Firſt, when Conſcience is fet loweſt, and 
bound apprentice to the outward man,T meane 
thus; when men doe not recetueall biowes that 
let drive at conſcience, vpon their name,eſtate, 
skinne,&c,but contrarily, rather ſuffer Conlci. 
ence to be wounded, rhen the outmoſt skinne 
rayicd . | 7 

Secondly, when Conſcience is thruſt from 
its ſeate, depoſed, degraded, gag'd ; fo violen- 
ced, that it muſt not ſpeake, though friends, 
God ,man, call vpon vs. 

Thirdly, whencenſfcience is made a cloke 
F 2 for 
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for all vnwarranted, both opinions and practi- 


ces, that is,when men will put thename of con- 


ſcience vpon the baſeſt things : Opinion {ha!l 
bee. Confcicnce ;- Errour, Conſcience , the 
{wallowing of widowes houtes, Conſcience ; 
as twas with the Phariſccs, 

Fourthly, when Conſcience is madea knight 
of the poalt, and muſt beare witneſle to any vn- 


truth, toanyvillany : thus when men cannot 
tell what to ſay, they appeale to God and Con. 


{cicence, God knowes, their hearts, their Con 
ſcience beares them witneſle, they'le take it on 


' their Conſcience, tis ſo, not ſo. O the fearetul. 
neſſe of theſe practices! how terrible haue Gods 


ſtrokes bin vpon ſuch inall ages ? and what can 


. we looke for leſſe, then milery 1in.this courſe ? 
| Firſt, a man muft bean old and bold offender; 


before he can dare thus to affront Conſcience. 
Secondly,it cannot be ſafe thus to abuſe ſogreat 
an Officer as conſcience 1s. Thirdly, who can 


 expreſle theterrours of ſome Saints, now vp- 
onrecord, who (notwithſtanding) neuer were 
ſo daring 2? and it they did ſweaxe.vnder ſmaller 


abuſes of Con(cience,how ſhall theſe bleed > 
I now come to per{wade euery man to make 


| good vie of a good thing, agood Conſcience; 
tor the abuſe of beſt things is cuer worſt : and a 


good Conſcicnce is in the ranke of beſt things, 
It is a wonderfull mercy in God, to match vs 
with ſo neere a friend, ſo truea Countlellor : ler 
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' Cf the vſe of Conſtience, 37 
vs thankcſully conftider to what vies a goed 
eonicic:ce may be put, ani accordingly em- 
proveit, Wewillrot rcunne into the road of 
conſcience in generall but confine our ſelues to 
a good Conſcience, which 1s fo tearmed- 1n a: 
double (ſence... 


Firſt, Its good formally in its conſtitution... cence 
Secondly, effectively in its Execution : AS- 4 how tearmed 
Clocke is good when it is made well and. goes $99. 


well: firſt, rhe Conſcience is good 11 1ts felfe, 
when it is fitted for. its proper acts and vſes : 
the proper and immediate act and vicof. Con- 
{cience, is to know thatiit knowes, . 4s Salomon 
ipeakes to Shimeij, and as wee vulgarly fay, [ 
know what I know well enough. This the gene- 


rall, The particulars of this knowledge are,firſt, . 


conſcience knowes what we be: ſecondly, what 
we doe : what we be ſpiritually (not naturally) 
and in what tearmes we ſtand with God. ; whe- 
ther we beare his Image, be in his fauour, yea, 
or no ? what we doe either for ſubſtance or 
quality, good or bad, either intimes pa{t, pre- 
ſent,or ro come : theſe things Confcience was 
made for, and theſe. the confcience, when it is 
g00d, doth know, to wit, both tree and fruit in 
the inward and outward acts thereof: and hence 
:t is,that weare ſo often. inuited to:talke with 
our ſelues; and hereof growes that inward con- 
fidence and enioyment, that the foule hath of 
ir{clte, whercin it reſembles irs Maker, who 
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takes full contentment in himſelfe from lis full 
, vnderſtanding of himſelfe. The ſecond a& of 
\a good Conſcience is ſpeaking or manifeſting 
go00d to vs, being goot in it felte,it giues vs duc 
intormation touching our ſelues ;* as a cleerc 
glaſſe repreſents a true face : and heere are two 
acts alſo: Firſt and more immediat<ly 1t re- 
ports things as they be, which ts called witne\- 
{ing or giuing incuidence : thus the perſan be. 
ing vader mercy, it tels himſo much, hauing 
already done well, or having good things ina- 
Sitation,itfaith fo. | 
Contrarily, when things be not right, Con- 
ſcience ſpeakes as it finds thera, and heerein it 
doth well; for we ſpeake of a Morall, not Na- 
turall good : and morally chat Conſcience 15 
good, that ſpeakes the truth how-euer it be : as 


thats a good glaſſe that reports blemiſhes (if. 


ſuch) as well as beauties;a good VWitneſle thar 
ſpeakes the truth, though not whar pleates. Sc- 
condly, Confcicnoe ſtrikes vpon the affections, 
.and doth ſome execution yponthe offender; for 
from information of cſtate.ariſes either certain- 
ty of hope or deſpaire:as the euidence comes in 
euilry or not guilty, and from information -of 
workes; different affe&tions and motions an- 
ſwerable to rheir different natures : from things 


welldone, comes comfort, 1oy, boldnefle, &c, - 


 ldone, ſhame, feare, ſorrow, remorce : trom 


things well intended, courage,reſolurion, con-, 


 fidence, 
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- fidence,&c. illmeant, (for the future) 1ealou- 
fie, repining, recoyling, ,as an horſe that would 
and would not leape a ditch. In the former re- 
ſpe&, Conſcience is compared roa Vatnelle, 
inthis,toa Indgeandexecutioner. 

Now this being the vſe of Conference, wee 
muſt employ.t ro theſe vſes ; namely, repaire 
ro Conſcience, aske its aduice, recciue 1ts 
report touching our perſons and actions, 
heare what itcan ſay for or againſt vs now; for 
once it muſt paſſea verdi& vpon vs; and when 
we have its teſtimony, wee muſt either appeale 
to an higher Court (if we cay ſhew an errour) 
or fir downe by its ſentence, ſtop,where it fayes 
ftop,. worke,where it fayes worke, feare, whece 
it fates feare,hope, where he giues hopezreſiore, 
where 1t ſayes, reſtore. | 


.  Howbeit, that our ſpeech may be more fruit- yypenantin 


tull, know we chat if foure caſes efpecialty, we 
are to conſult and vie Conſcience. 


© 0% 0 erat - 
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Firſt, when wee are in conſultation about cenſuked. _ 


things to be done, or beleeued ; in,this cafe it is 
not amiſſeto aduife with others, but inno caſe 
muſt Conſcience be omitted. , 

I may eaſily deceiue others by ill ſtating of 
the Ing ,oraltering,or ſuppreſhng, 
asaffection leads me: againe, a-man may hnJe 
ſo many men, fo many mintes oftentimes, fo 
diftercgt are their apprehenſions and affeci- 
00s,Buta good conſcience is oge and the ſame, 
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and that vprighrly co.:ſulted, can ſay more to 
my affe&ions and intentions, more to the pra. * 


cticall part, then allr-e world. 
Therefore vic others if you pleaſe, but make 
vſe of your owne hearts, elſe your prattice may 


|| becorrupr,when others counſell is good. Here 


forget not theſe rules : Firſt, pretend not Con. 
{cience, where Conſcicnce 15not the matter. Se- 
condly, be reſolued of what thou doett in thy 
ſelte; orelſe forbeare till taught, ifrhou mayeſt. 
Thirdly, walke by thine owne light, nat other 
mens ; ground thy practice vpon Contcience, 
Conſcicnceypon V ord,not vpon Man, As for 


caſes here incident,we paſſe them now. 


Secon4ly ,vhenwe are vpon a ſelfe-tria!! and 


che queſtion is,cither of our ſtate, or our do- 


ings, or opinions, conſult conſcience ; for that 
is the beſtcreated examiner, And here let the 
maine worke be, to finde out the maine point; 


AmT Gods childe, in ſtate of grace, yeaor no ? 


This much imports vs ;. for as Satan founds all 
particular temptations vpon this (If chou be the 
jonne of God) ſo-all our particular comforts 


and aſlurances hang on this pinne. Therefore, 
here, houer not,but hold Conſcience ro 1t, Ei- 
ther amor am not Gods, What am T1 > What 
am I? Leaue not this vnreſolued by Conſcience, 


as many doe, who hearing of a certainty at- 
taineable, and of ſome generall notes of falua- 


dence 


tion from the Word ; preſently butld, conh- 
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dence to themſelues, ſometimes vpon weake 
principles, {ſometimes vpon falſe applications, 
neuer conſulting Conſcience, and then when 
Conſcience is awakened, they are miſcrably 
plunged, Beloued, it is not [6 caſte a matter to 
aſſure ſaluation as moſtmen thinke; weare noc 
all out of their mindes, who deny it poſſible, 
without extraordinary reuelations, and who 
hold it ſawcineſle to auouch it; yet wee muſt 
rell yeu, that the difhculties are more then a 
few, and 1t concernes vs much to deale much 
with Conſcienceabour this point. | 
For faith whereby wee belceue faluation is 
one thing, and euidence whereby wee feele it 
another ; there we muſt cleaue tothe promile, 
but here wermuſt conferre with Conſcience, as 
Saint Pas/doth,he was ſtrongly perſwaded (by 
the 14ſnites leauc) of his ſaluation and vpright- 
neſſe : but what are his grounds ? Firſt, his 
Conſcience,was and had beene good in all: ſe- 
condly, his bent and refolution *for the future 
was right ; hence he did, hence we muſt aſſure 
our cſtares, | | 
Secondly, as we muſt examine Conſcience 
 abour oureſtate,ſo alſo about ations paſt; was 
this well> didI well? faid I well> otherwiſe 
there may be deceit : For firſt, many matters [ye 
hid from men,wirh their circumſtance: ſecond- 
ly, the moriues that ſet the wheelea going vſu- 
ally doe; here then happy is he who condemnnes 
G _ 
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not himielfe in what he hath done. . 


Thirdly, when ſlandred, cenſured, or accu- 


ſed, whether by men'or diuels. Thus 196, when 
Satan accuſeth, when friends doe, foes doe, 


when good men doe, and bad men doe, he re-_ 
paires homeward, caſts vp his bookes, and fin- 
 dingallright, hee triumphs in his Conſcience, 


and weares their libels.as a Crowne. Like vie 
muſt we make of our Conſciences, when accu- 
ſed ; firft, ſee whether the charge be iuſt; if fo, 
reforme, amend : ſecondly, ifnort fo,cleare thy 
ſelte ro men, if worth while, and if they will be 
farisſied ; if not;enioy thy ſelfe, and thine owne 


' innocency. Here the rules be two : firit,it chine 


owne heart conJemae thee, retoyce not againſt 
the truth, though all the world applaud thee : 
ſecondly, if (vpon a true ſearch) thy heart ac- 
quit thee, neuer forſake thine owne innocency * 
Let not men, nor divels, nor frownes, nor cen- 
ſures robbethee of thy comforr,bur ſer this wall 
of braſle againſt all, as Paw/: yay what you will, 
my conſcience is good, and I make this good by 


, thelc and theſe proofes. 


Fourthly, when wee become ſuiters to God 


- and man for affiſftance, being affronted by men 
and divets, and ſeemingly deſerted of God and 


man, then we muſt flye to Conſcience, as Paul 
doth, and Pawid, and all the Saints ; now calling 


' ypon God, as Hezekiah, O Lord, thew knoweft 1 


have walked;e&5., Now vpon Chuiſtians, as Paul, 
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Pr.ay lor me, for 1 haue kept a, &c. Now vpon out 
ſelues, with Dauid, Why art then caft downe,0 my 


ſaule, &c:! There istruth 1a thee, beare vp, And 


this not onely for the preſent, bur for future 
times, when we arethreatned as the Apoſtles 
were, with many ſtortnes,with much hacd(hip : 
rſt, make good thy Conſcience : ſecondly,reft 
in the comfort thereof ; for come what will 


- come, if we bring a good conſcience to a good 


cauſe, theſe two bladders will hold our heads 
aboue water, My brethren, till wee hauetryed, 
we cannot conceiuewhat the comfort,courage, 
Rrength and reſolution ofa good conſcience 1s; 
make vie of it, enioy it, and enioy your ſelues, 
your eſtate, all perſons, all things, all times; 
onely be ſure, firſt, that Conſcience be regular, 
that is, that it ſpeake Law, and ſentences all ac. 
cording tothe Word written. Secondly, that 
it ſpeake the whole truth written, and nothing 
bur the truth : Conſcience hath nothing to doe 
with ſecret counſels, that muſt ſpeake to the 


| action or preſent eſtate ; but for reprobation or 


finall deſtruction ; tttat conſcience can ſay no- 
thing to,as not revealed; it hath nothing to doe 
either with abſolute condemnation, or abſolu- 
tion. Ler it keepe it ſelfe within its Spheare,and. 
let me keepe my felfe tomy time, 
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